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Tim after church, and winsome Juno

Invited us from beaten way
T .i-- ,tl vhniw ninti'H hints Kt 111 tunc
Their tribute songs. Ah! Bweet the day!

And glad the gleam or uojte inui my
Aeris thut meeting opportune.

We panned the llihencd barn, and tbrou
The chatty lane went able by aide,

Half hidden in the maze of new
Rich grass we niw the rudily tide

(if peerless fruit, whose blushes dyed
The tremulous cuius of early dew.

u'n wnt in tilin k them. ''Sue." suld he- -

II in bunds nYrbrimining with their prey-- 1

Here's witness of my love for thee;
It is my heart's best blood that dyes

These hits ambrosial " Then his ryes
Beamed with expectant ecstasy.

J took not of the fruity lusli,
But revciied the while be ate.

.ml yet, in solitude's dee) hush,
When I had parted from my mate,
could not to my eoliseielie stule
What gave mv'lips their berry blush.
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VliS. Vtl.l.KK TAKI-.'- A l'OrtriAT.
Mrs. Miii' r, tbe res tnhle. tiiiili!

w slow vim had, in spile of her link of
j riv mi' In 'lit fen I I'd serviei'-- st ill ii ill

.on iii'tiill ! ii the place vii'"it'i by III"

in.i-- e f.irl w l.i- -f amorous triidi m ir.. sen !

.1 tMiil thruii. b llah-woo- House, tinned
:o give the tnnNst side fart ion. Sin' mm ii

.i mg proof tl .it n broom w bii Ii swvpt c!enl
l.i n Hi, may i lit mint t do Soulier IIik

:n w ncss Ian departed. .Mni-i'i- or, Mrs.

M.llor wn.4 n l i ii'iiii w bich riusid ry linb-;:-- !

IH it swept.
M evnsn pule-fare- woman w ith strongly

r-- ,.rk. d hii'mr-- . 'I'lio Tins.' was fi ii ilim-- , til"
;.n-- t bin, i!!iinit Imllciw; tho mniillinnd
bin t' l'l if ii i rtain form of character, 11m

vi wcri da k. and at. times shonn ilhpc- -

: a j r 1 i ' i . In spito nl Mm culm,
tn tliodii ill w ' t'l w hi' h hbi wenr. ii I.on I; tin'
.!ai e ill (Ii- -' Ii i :e of bcr duties, one sidled in

Hie study of if fa i) would bin said Unit,

'I 1'npsM'il n highly nervous tew
f'rinii( n' t':.'it her ii!i t w as but thorn.iilt
: yinrs f m If out rnl. Unit, hud she licked
Hint stroll,; month imd clrii, Mrs. Miller's
rvr nature idd i five show n itself nt every

Lour of I he dav.
e v :is t Ii ii. mi ! in the dark pow ns which

bi IliWti i.'ll ly" woie. oo,eil llllllost, ascetic.
1 1, Inetl t he 'i'"M litetl few H'trnelions. The
i.ihIi r pardoner w Im bud lm n ri'priiiiiiinliil,
I lit not dismis-c- d, founil the change of nurses
ti sorry one f..r him. Had be wished odoso,I
r i i . i ; t f if I lie tno-- t forward man ser nut. would
have dareil to put, Lis nnii round Mrs. Miller's
.ombre wni-- t.

F lit her master liked her, Miss Clauson
liked her, 111" bov liked lier, mid. idmvn nil,
Wbittaker like:l ber. This In- -I was mi

inatN r. us i'l ball Whit-take- r,

by virtue of long service ami irre-- j
roiiehiihlp character, reigned supreme.
The new titirsn was in many w ays n ser-

vant after Iiis ouii heart. She t rented him
With tho rt n liirh IW his ib'e, mid
r'cithor by w.-r- nor notion ri'linilnl iis
miisti-rs-- ' the ci line i innmon In in arly nil t lie
n Uii tiers of Hn.lewiMid biue. The only
fin.'t wbieb AVIiiMiiker rouM liml uitb Mrs.
Milii r vnsori iii enimr of ber ri'iiioii.4 Keiiti- -

ll; lit.- -.

For 'Wliittaker nns nil intellip'iit limn,
who in bis bouts of leisurn improved his
n.iiid. For thooiogv ho rend pooil old ,i

inl, onivsbleil uoi ks whirh proved beyond
Ii ubt that though tho ion li of the parish
t upi Ii lay Hi" only rond to Henven. Ever-:i- i

knows that it is delight fill to give a

!'' romer the benefit of one's own religious
urn's to point, out uhero one is rihtand
!bi''hcr wronjr. It was but natiirii t hat in
ii hiii.llv, paternal wiiy Whillaker should take
(t'l aHv oiM'itimity of asrertiiinint; Mrs.
M i r's orthodoxy.

He diil this in the butler's jmntry, whither
.be bud ot " day mum on some errand. It

;tuoii n b mlnv, and tVhit taker began by
mriifiit itij fiti Mr. Mordle's sermon of tho

I'lii ( ilintf nilif. Ho little piiiKsed what ll
U. i m bis words would raise-ho- w by hheer

,v .dent be had st uiubled on a way of turil-ijij- .;

ibis ivilm hsikin wiiman into iiw ild en-i- l
iein.-t- but be bad in fact struck the llro

in rn the II. lit.
Sb" forrot nil nlHiiit her errand, and entered

;.!' ilisrussion in ii way that took
fie male disputant's breath from him. (Sim

allied alioiit lei tioii and predestination
'he i.ltor ineibriu-- of works orfaith to save
be pounded liini with terrible textn which

t off the lioS'of merry from all save the
i U t, uni il r old Wbittaker fairly vn-lx'- d.

iiis -- indies furnished no weapons
,lli wbii-- tniin ct ber vehement attack. All

neiould downs to shake his bend pitying! v
lu.d sigli for the ciaN'of heriuiiid. In this
!e was little iLitfeient from many reputixl
U.. bei'Slif mi ll.

, M
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FKr lotDiifcif Aim trith trrriblr ttjrl until
II hittakrr fairly (iMifif.

Huddenly, as if reniendH'i'ing whom rb
whs, Mm. Miller grew rnlm, but evidently
by a great etTiirt 'f !. Hie een
fiiologi)xl f"r ber excitement, which she
hi fl Mr. Whittuker would forget. Then
tla left him.

In his resHiiihible fiosition his first thought
Tut that hi maters ought to be informal of
the heterodox view held by the nurse. Hut
this fseenusl scar ly fair to the woman, who,
u. spite of all. out to church as regularly
tbe other servants. So be did not mention
tt.ii matter to the Talbert. but. overtaking
Mr. Mordle as the latter was in,,- - day walk-ii,- f

into the town, he, with all ris-p.- i t. told
t.rn what Ftrar.ge ideas Mrs. MiKer tit Id on
religious M.bjeot-j- . This may teem f

o c:i A hittnker' part, but the iruili is,
itat the dreum f his life w as. that bad rut
fabri nafcde him n butler ho might haeli'ii
a clergyman. Aud a very iiujKin one he
would doubtless have made.

"Ah!" Mid MordJo. "Calvint-i- n tlnnry
rellon most dismal ani ilreiiry cf all."
Ilia curate u rather bhort with Whit-tai-f-

; He thottgbt tie el l Ken att iath r a
BvJiaaee au'i aoiruvhat f a prig.

"V'U1 yon te ber aud tlk to ber, nirr
fcike--l WTiitUker, respestfully.

aje incurable But to

plmM you, Wbittaker, 111 preach at ber
tome Sunday."

It may bo presumed that Mrs. Miller did
jotintlift her Calvinism upon Beatrice, an
the latter womed to find the new uurMj jier-fis't- ly

RiiiU-- to her duties. It was clear that
Mrs. Miller had Uvoma strangely nttiiched
lober youiiK inistrehs. Nothing eeinil to
give her sin Ii pbasure as ju rforming any
small aervice which Miss Clauson

When lieatrico passed her, the wo-

man's dark eyes followed her with un ex-

pression of almost dog-lik- e affection. (Jn her
part, lieatriiv treiitd the nurso with n con-

sideration nut always kIiowu by the most
amiable Inward their servants It was vul-

garly an id n un 'op the household that Mr.
Miller, ipiiet n she was, had managed u get
the length of Miss Clausou's fis t.

Whether Mrs. Miller was unduly favored
or not, things ut Ha.Iowood House ran on
smoothly. I'el haps it was the pi'l feel order
in whirl the gear worked that iiidueii the
nurse to take n day's holiday.

Jt, was the day after Mr. Mordle had rnnde
ami losthis venture. Horuce and IleilsTt.
Kitt"i in about the gardens, saw th" bright-liair'- il

boy going out in charge f the parlor
maid. Tins was nn infrm t iun of rule w bich
could not I. overliMiked. They ib nianded the
causi', mid were toll that Mrs. Milli r had .'out--

for a day's holiday.
( If i"!ir-- e the brothei-- s said lm more; but,'

upon si ill. g I ;it rn '. tin v im ii' loi.iii die mat- - (

ler to In r. "Yr-."sli- o said. ''1 b Id In r
hi go for the day."'

llli' Tall "I - HI re too po,lo to bi.unn lien- -'

trim in word-- , but a slight i !i" u! r of four
eveliinws showeil ti.eir owners' (bsi'Oiitt'iit.

eat ire. ilij. iviiig U h I'Mint U holiday, bad
taken n lib. .

Winn e h.i be eolle i T rii.-1't- w ho
liked ! I. II" (bat b..-- V. ei'O S In ling
tin ir ti'ii.' pioiM-r- v.

''I'll l.ol.ilou, I S'.lppOM', Nii 1 Heutrieu,
eiirelo-hl- v.

Now the way in which M Mill. r
ber holiday was us follows:

She rose nt an early hour and walked from
H.ileu ooil House lo the cross i"nis. Mori
she WHitei lllilil the Iriiiliermg, oi la lnonisl
'bus ciiine in sight. Mm took u. w.at in it, and
was in (bio time il at the lUai kbiwu
tnl iri. At lilarktow n the t k the train ti

Weiuioiitb, which fashionable watering
place -- !m reached nboiit 1 1 h'cih k.

It. wa bowi er, ch-n- that she bad not
eomo In i e to en jo v ii day at the sojimcIo In- -

stead of going at once to tho gay esplanade,
she sought the shades of tho general wait ing
room - ere she remained un hour.

She then embarked in another train; oik
that ran on a single lino of railway rar
in arly the w hole of its way with the sen or
one sn'e and a mighty lull ot smooth, roundec
pebbles, known os the CI.csil Ileaeh, on th
other, whilst in front of it loomed tall,
aerrabsl, precipitous cliff-- , at tho foot ol
which was its destination.

Mrs. Miller paid no attention to tin
natural scenery of tho plum, stepjioi
from the tram and walked nut of the littlt
stution in a methodical, busines--lik- e way. Il
was evident that tho woman bad not come m

lur on a more pleasure jaunt.
It was a bin mug day. 1 he sun shot dowt

its rays benily on the treeless, shadelrss
barren island, or island. Mrs. Mil
Jer's black garments mi mod scarmly suitabh
to such weal her her frame certainly nol
htroiiK enough to toil up tho-- e cliifs of oolitii
linie-ton- e which frowned down utmii her '

No wonder she turned to the cabstand. Tht
two or three cabs which it boa-te- d wen
rickety old inin (lines, but tho hor-e-s whirl
were hot worn the shafts were strong ones.
Horses need lie strong to earn a living in thb
land.

Hhe drove n bargain nfter tho innmier ol
her kind, then took her Feat in die of tin
ilnstv vebiries Sill' wii.k driven I liriim-l- i 1 in '

little gray tow n, w hah lies at the loot of auc
litretrhes a long way up the hill. The hoiv
toiled up the steep strmt, on and on until tht
occupant, ol the cab looked down on tht
tops of the houses whirh she had jusl
passed Then n turn, and a bit of leve
ground, another turn and a steep bill; so or
and on in n zigJig course until the Uthle land
which lies at the top of l'ortliuid island wiu
Bomehow reached, an event which must havi
U'cii grateful alike to the horse aud theorem
jiint. of the cab, supK.sing the latter nnly
jKis.se--e- d of nerves of ordinnn strength ami
thercf. nenpt to reliel agaiu-- t Is ing draw u nj.
hills as strep as the side of a house.

home timulietore tho cab rem bed thotoi
of the ('lifts it had tit intervals (Kissed gong!
of men working by the roadside. At n dis-
tance these men looked little (lill'erciit fron
ordinary navvies, but a i loM'r iuspi-c- im
showed that, tbe g.n lin iits of most of then
consisted of a d irlc m How b v ro i nsl b

sli cm Ii ss jacket of light i or mhik
sueii m.oeriai. i in- - jaeKei, moreover, wm
stamN il in various place- - with the govern
meat bread arrow, livery man w ore guitets
and a ( Ui'ioiisly-shaH'- cap, under which in
hair was visible. in one might U
seen w ho moved w it ti a certain stillness in hi:
gait, as if something which be would wil-
lingly have dlspeiiMsl with restrained the tmt-ura- l

elasticity of bis low or bmbs. Here and
there the monotony of the attire was brokei
by the ap'iiranrc of some who were dressed
ill blue instead of yellow; but takcu lJUs
gether the dress, if comfortable and enduring,
was srarrely one whirh a man a frii
agent would choose for himself.

The gangs which Mrs. Miller issed on tht
nnuLside were for the most au t engaged in
hiuiding lumi of turf from man to man.
They performed these duties in u listlew, in

manner, although, standing on th
hillsideaboveevery Ixiud of workers, werftwc
men in long dark coats with Uie shining bub
tons of authority, and each of these men held
a rifle with tlxetl ttayene t.

Farther away iu the (piarries could be sees
many other such gangs, digging, delving, haul-
ing, wheeling larrows, and jicrforming ether
operations ueeilf ul for extracting thefintJ
i'ort land stone from the ground.

After pasaiug vaiious sentries, and driving
for Bmne distance along the level ground, Mrs.
Miller's cab reached a Unutiful, tall, but
tressed wall; skirting this it turnl at right
angles, and very sis'ii drew up lie fore n

entrain e built ( f gray stone, and 1 Mir-
ing over the archway the royal arms of Fug
land. This wh the enlianre to her inajw-ty'- i

prison of Fortland.
In front of it, a- - rs the rul, stretcheil th

governor's garden, Mill brilliant w ith flower
and lis. king like a glorious oasis in the midst
of a barren laud. A man who in the dis-
charge of his duties l,a& to live n the top ot
Portland island wants a garden or something
of that sort. Without it the monotony i f tht

lace would drive him mad.
Hut Mrs. Mi!h r did mteven look ut tht

gay hhe dismounted, and after telling
the cabman to wait I'm ber, walked beldlv
through the pri-o- ii gate.

Mjc was imiued.alely arct-tc- by a jui tiv.
good-te- p ri-- looking janitor, whose gold-lace-

spoke of MijH-rio- standing. He
usherctt bt-- r into a little wiutiiig-ri- t iii just
liunle the gate, and asked ber t state ber

ss !is Miller's business wastosm
one of the u'UUi ts, I'VUiut Maurice Har- -

(V.
Sniv, crnv icts are only allowed to see their

friends once in m months; m the janitor
shook h.s head dubiou-ly- . lis Mi's.
Miller w a imt resjsi table lm kieg wonuin,
he siid be l in ion the matter U tb"
goMrn. r. In- - l ofp-n- l the Inly to takeuchoir
o;id tin .1 left b' r.

Mie sf lor some time in tje lare little
w.uti.-i- i . !n. ti.e walls ot whii h were du o--

rateo witit notices requesting visitors to U
prison not to offer the warders auy money,
but Ut dcjiOKit such donations an they wished tc

make in boxes that were hung against the wall
for the Is'nefltof discharged prisoners and tin
officers' schools resjiectivcly. After a while
the good-natup- janitor icturned. He told
Mrs. Miller that the convict had not seen a

friend for many months, so uism his return
from work he would Iki asked if he would likt
to we her. Hhe must give her name.

Bho wrote it down, then waited atiently
By and by there w as a measured tramp el

many heavy feet, and bhe knew thoconticb
were n turning to dinner. After the traui'
had died nwav a warder made bis iipjs'ariiii'
and told her to follow him.

It was but n stop. Ilo ojieiied a door in thr
rear of tbe waiting room, and Mr. Millei
found her-r- lf iu a plaeo which could sugge-- l
liolhing ebe than U dell lit 11 ' doginil gar
den, one sid" of the nsiin being formed c I

Iron bar-a- N mt six itn lies apart, mid oppo-

i

site wii-- a s.;i.;i,ir den w ith its front tuna"!
toward- - it nu I i nten d by another dinir, nm!
In t w i e i t !.' t v. ,i was a e, a narrow di n
( liti-i- i d b. in, o i,i r d"oi- - m.d containing a

Stool.
I 'i eeiii ! v t in- di orof the middle dm openn:

and a w a i'i ! r cut red ami si at i d him-- i If upm
tb- - St.,;; t in II til ' llllthe-- ' lb m' open 'd, am
one of t he I bn lial..to I ro;. i ls w Hiked U

to the billi-

es.-
a,, I g.iM- b; iitor a in f ear

rerogi ti'ii.
As a rule, u l.i ii u female ft t I, i is per

mitt.il to see ll ri .li'.'i ,'t tii"le is W " .n;t at.'i
v ailiu'. I binds an; stretch. i.i niigi
tbe bin in i'o-- the i p. '11 spin ( , lih if lb
t w ei i i,s tiro i f ordinnry s'a'uie linger
ti- l- ; t s iu.--t ii.. i t. This is I t i ; r thai
nothing, lime was when no i u spai .

id. vide. I tb f.'ii iid-- ; thryconid 1.:- - ami u!
ino- -t einbr ire thioiigll one m t of l.rtis. Hot
it w;:s I' liml that tho 'I' s k.sS lt ti l

d a half-so- v flolll 1.' T IllOlltl:
to the roiivi' t s, A kind!;. .1' t .on. I . lb .ubt.
but one whirh when di-- r .vein d I'd the mar
into troiil.;.'. ki;. kr.l 11' go- - 'ii lu marks.
ami In n.'d In.- - t line f llllpl
So m w t In i ' - a spare ol img like livi
fis t brtwr. ii t In- - v and t ne i.--; I.

With tie ii two there wa- - no Wirping. m
gtretehiiiv; .ut ( f bands. In fact, as Mr-- d

Miller I...I; at the raged (nature iu front
of her an ixj. res-jo- n very nearly iikin tc
hat rel s. t: led on her strongly-marke- d fea-I- ,

tures. N'i in spite of his
crown, shaven rhn ks nnd Ugly att.ro tin
convii't was by m menus His fea-

tures were st "night, and might even hnt
Is en railed relinrd. He was almve the mid-
dle height, broad shouldered ni.d Inalthy
l'H'king. His ti th were good, iuk I bis hands,
although r .ugh and hardened with t .l, were
not th. bands of one who has lain red from
his lnidli' d. His eyes had a cruel, crafty
look iu thi-- ; but this lock might have bri n
acquired since his ineiirei rat ion. Indeed.
Mrs. Miller had noticed the uu.o espri'ssinn
in thee;. es of every couvirt w i. in bad
met on the load to the prison.

Mrs. Miller looked through her ki, at the
I'C iivn t; tho convict looked through his burs

,,i ,
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Mr. MdUr fodAr.f thmxnjh hrr bninvt. the
rim I'irl.

at Mr-- 1. Mill, r; the warder tin pi sat
on bis stool .sublimely indi'bien. and fora
while there was s'.leu. e. The convii t wustne
first to break it.

' ( 'Ii, it's you. is it f" he said.
"Yes, it's me," said Mi's. Miller.
' Will, what do you want: To see hoc I

am getting on:"
1 ie spoke unite jauntily. His visi'or ga::ed

at him srornl nil v.
"i th. I'm in splendid health." he continued.

"I h vsi. ally, I'm t w ire t he man 1 was when 1

eanii' b"le. llrgular hoi. Is, regular una!-- ,

regular work, t'oii-titutio- i;uite si t, up. No
(ban. oof inv d in : li fore my term's up.''

"No, I'm nfrai 1 there said Mrs. Mil-

ler wiih unh li:tr:i(-- s that the impassive
warder glancul nt ber, and wondered what
manner of prisoner's friend tins was.

The prisoner's fare changed. He scowled at
her lis darkly i: he l ad srow hsl at biin.

"When will your time U' up:" she a.sl'eil
sharply. "fan you tell me:"' she addd,
turning to the w aider.

"Can't say exactly.'' answered the wander.
"Hi 's in blue, so he's in bis Ju,t year."

Mrs. Miller shuddered. Her hands eieurhiJ
theliiM-lve-s iuvoliintAi ily.

"I want to know," fch said, addressing the
convict, "what arrangements you will be
willing to make w ben you come out. That ie
tbe object of my visit."

The man looked at her mockingly. "I have
thought f nothing as yet," he said, "except
the Joy I shall feel at once more returning to
the arms of my devoted wife.'1

The woman's dark eyi blcued. She leaned
her fare against the bar ntnl glared at the
shaven faro tffore her. "How much money
do J'ou w antr pbe whisjered.

The convict shrugged his iiniuU'reting-lookifi- g

hboulders. "Money i an after con-
sideration; I am pining fr connubial felicity."

turned and jitsl tln iihitow Kre.
Tl.p warder grew inte inN'reslil ia tbe inter-
view. Asa rule bisdutics wire very monoton-
ous. He l tbe fact that the present
eonversatiou was nut of the orilinnry run.
Tlie w email to have foi gotten hi

i'. She stain,sl her fm t and turned
fiercely to tbe convi.-t- .

"iAiik hen'," she said, "will yon go tc
America, Australia, anywhere! Money will
be found."

"Certainly not." said thr js lit convii't.
'T.csides sir,"' be added, turning to the
winder w lib an assumed air t' deference, "I
belii'Vp it. is a m yad nun, 1 mean it is mdis- -

that, for some time I must. re;KTt
my-t'- lf to tbe police olire a ll infil.'"

The wiir.b r nldisl.
"liml help u-- !" iiitirtmirid tbe woman.

Then turning to the convict, -- he said:
"Yi'u'U lit me know ,ru ymi are

"t'h, yes. I ll let you know fat n'rgh.
You'll l one of the t.rst I sh.ill r.niie and
sc. Now , if you'vi- - nothing more to say, I'll

k t be taken iu li to my dinner. (;.s0
and plentiful ns th-- ' fare i- -, I like it w ai ul
be.u r than cold."

Tho --'tolid wunler et uid ni t help smiling.
The time Usually allotted bT an int r
with prisoner had by no mi iil xpinsl. It

ma n.'w rxperieiav to find a convict of hit
own froo will rurt.iUing his privilege 1I
lurncd impiiringly to Mr. Miller.

"tot anrttung mora to iay uliut" bf
aiik'sl.

"N'o," she answered sullenly. The convict
motle her a pjht Low at she turned and
walked to tho door of her own deu. Khi
sbssl outside on the gravel fora moment, and
gaod inoiKlily afu-- r No. 1,0H as ho was con
duct-ii- by his guardian aiTos the ojmn sjiac
and vauisheil from Bight rouinl the chapel or
the way to his ow n cell. Then she entered
tho waiting room, w here nho found the civil
ollleial w ho had at tlr-- t her.

From him she ascertiiiuisl tho projier offlcf
at which the impiiry she wanted answered
should bo made; and uisn applying then
learnt that N. l.oMl, supp.ing he continued
to conduct himself as he had hitherto done,
that is, earning the maximum of eight gw!
marks a day, would obtain his ticket
in about six months' tiui".

"Thrn what Iss'iiineh of him.'" she asked.
'Tin on ju-- t j.ut him outside the gate, and
tell him lo l. oil'.'"

The olih rr smilisl. ' (h d. ar, no. lie i

,f In- ha- - any friends to go t", or when
h.- win.ts to go to. His fare is mil to that
phi e. l!.i - given it suit of clothes and a

little mmny. Alter that he must do tho liest
he ran."

Mr-- . Miller looked thoughtful. ''Is therf
anyone 1 could write to nnd u-- k to bo told
the day he w ill ri 111" out .'" she asked

"I 'ertainly. If you are n relation or friend,
mid w liling to 1 .o.v after bin., and wrote tc
the gi.Miiior t'i that ell'ii't, lm doubt Voil

v "ill I .ear from hi;:.."
" i him i." -- aid Mrs. Miller. Then she

jalin int b r I iark skirts and Ir't tin
pr:-oi- i ' found In r cab and was iliiven
bark to .e i.'iilway station. It was soim
illl" l'U. the train left for Wrviiiouth ; sc

lir chill! r.l lo tic t l of the I'llrsil lieiK'h
an. I sal iloAti ga.ng out. over the sea. Her
lip-- i nn.ve.l, nliin i;gli the lest of her Imdy
was inoii. iilc-- s. She wa-- i and the
petition he oll'ered nji w as that I lea v en in it
mercy would icinovo from uu'th a certain
I'oiii i' t before the day ('.'11110 upon which he
woiil 1 be entitled to demand his freislolil. A
curious piuver f..r n religious woman to
make, but, niter all not stranger limn the
prayers olTen d up by antagonistic armies.

TIih tram started at hist ami took her to
Weymouth, H ei ? she obtained refreshment,
of w hirb, iinlei d. she st4 much iu need.
Somehow she made n mistake in the time,
tihd missed the afternoon train. Tim nm
tiuein c was that it w as pu-s-t elrveu o'rhirk
when she rang the lell of that mctlmdicnUy-colidll- i

ted establlshnii lit, lbi.lewiHd linllse.
And tho rule ol 1 la.lrwiK d House was that
no servant should on an y pretence Is.' out of
doors niter La'. I pa-- nine; or, unless the pre.
?nee of coiupai.y demanded il, out if bed
liter half pn- -t tm.

1 b r t. :ast. i s weie in waiting, and at once
iook her to ta.-- k. Mio explained that she bud
nissi-- the train.

"What train:" asked Horace.
"The train from AVovmouth, sir
''Hut Miss Clauson told us you were gone

to London.''
"Mi-- s Clauson made a mistake, sir.''
Horare lelt nettled nt the idea of anyone

who lieid even n vicarious authority Irom
himself making a mistake. he said, w it h

Sinn; ii.sjii ritv, "This' must not orcur again,
Mrs. Miller."

"An I." lidded HerU rt, l'ihe next, time you
van! n holiday kindly mention the fai t to lis
is well ns to Miss Clauson. M' Iihvo h rule
.ii these matters.''

Mrs. Miller curtsied, and left the room.
"She is a curious looking woman,'' said

Horare. "I wonder if we were right iu taking
icr w itlioul a character I'1

CIIAl'TEli. IX.
Jl Mi'l.W AT ril.NCI.l StONS.

Mr. Mi Tide went iiwuy the next. week. He
fiirrinl bis M now with him, manfully

to do all be could t leave it on tbe
summit. ( f Mont I'.lanc or tho Matterhorn, to
sink it i:i the i.ako of Maggiore or Como, or
Uit'iist it i:kiu the flow ing Hhine. He told
himself with Mich cheerfulness ns ho could
muster that he was deeply wounded but not
killed. Hefo;-- be tied the lalx l on his port-
manteau he w hat his keen sense
of honor told him was a duty. He called cm

the Talberts and informed them how ho hail
fared with l'.eatrice.

They were very busy bottling off a quarter
ca-- k of sherry. They found that buying their
wine ill wood saved them Heaven knows how
much. Now, bottling w ino is a nice, digni-
fied, yet, withal, cheerful oixTation, in the
performance of which n duke need not bo

to be seen. If 1 had the wine to bot-

tle I would work nt it ten hours a day. So
when tho brothers heard that Mr. Mordle
w ished particularly to see thnn, bo was asked
to step (low n into the cellar.

Into the cellar he went. Not A bad place
on such it sultry day. He found Horace
seated on a low siool, w ith his long straight
legs spread on cither side of the ca.sk, in
something of the attitude of a reversed
llarcbus. Ho was tilling the bottles with the
golden fluid, whilst Herlierti stood near him,
and after dipping the corks into a little basin
full of w inr, manipulated them with a cork

Uoeci' and eventually drove them into
their resting-plac- e by aid of a small spadiv
thaH'd mallet. As each Is it tie was filled,
corked, and put aside, Herbert made a cluilk
mark on a Unird, and every fourth mark he
crossed with another, so that tlie tally could
be easily counted. The w hole performance
was lieautifully methodical and husinetw-like- ,

reflecting great credit on tbe acton.
With their native politeness, tbe moment

Mr. Mordle came in sight they ceased their
occupation. Horace turned tlie tup and rose
from the half tilled bottle; Hertiert left the
cork half driven iu. They greeted tbeir visi-

tor and apologized for bringing him down to
the lower regions. Although they wore large
coarse w hite aprons, fashioned somewhat like
a girl's pinafore, they looked two wll-br- d

gentlemen.
"I say," Mild the curat nervously, yoi

know I'm off the day after

T-- i TV- . ..." ;fjr.--
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" l mi '.'' naid th cimttf, nervously.

"Yin. We ish you a pleasant trip."
"Thai. -. Pure "to enjoy myself. I want

tn t. r Mu K.methiug I go." They
begird i..m to f.ak. They thought it wi
niu, ji-'.- t y jsiru-l- i matUr i n his mind.

"i you mind takius off your pro us for
miuutef K mrbow uiy oe duws'l neoi

t i with thtiu."

Mr. Mordle was a privileged parson. H
could say and do what few others could.
Moreover, his manner showed thorn he hod
something of importance to communicate.

Without a word they untied their plua- -
forcH, folded them up and laid them across
the sherry cask.

"Sluill we go up stairs f asked Horace.
"Oh dear, no. This will do capitally.

What I want to tell you is this: Jjist week 1

asked Miss Clauson to nmrry me. Hlw re-

fused. Thought you ought to know."
Horace hsikisl ut Horliert; Herbert looked

at Horace. They stroked their Leoi'ds inedi.
tativclv, but for somn time neither spoke.

"Well,' said Mr. Mordle, "that's all."
' I think, .Mordle," said Horace sadly, "you

should have consulted ns first."
"t,iuite so," said Herl'rt.
"Don't tot) it atall. Miss Clauson isof age.

But it doesn't matter 1 tell you now."
Tho brothers shook their bends grin ely.
"I tell jou,"haid Sylvanus, ''Ui'iiuso I'm

going away to cure myself. When 1 come
b ick I slmuld liku to 1 able to vi-- it ymi

You needn't ls afraid."'
".Miss Clauson must decide," wii'l Horace.
"Kxactly so," said Herbert.
So the matter was left, and Mi. Mordle

weiittt.vayi.il his hard-curuc- d holiday wi.ha
cli ar conscience, if a heavy heart.

Tho brothers returned tu their fasnnatinu
orrupatiou u;id worked awuy for som time
in silence. 1 lirre doru (if sherry mu-- t bav"- -

Uvii Kittled Hornre spoke:
''It is time r.ratriri) w as married "

''Yes," said his brothir; "but she isn't, a
marrying girl. She takes after ns, I think.''

There wnsnlw'ivs iicmiifort in this reftti:- -

tion ; i sjk'i iali v now , vi hen the fame ot Miss
Clausen's goo 1 bad spread ihiotigh half
Wiltshire

It. wii.s indeed time that, a suitable suitor
made his . The. chatn-e- were
that iu a year or two the girl might fall
into bn- - uurles' ways For the
Talher's weir now getting into a domestic
groovo down whiih it seemed likely they
would slide until the end of their lives.
They had f course l he great world and
the vanities thereof, ami lnov tl.ey found
I hat there wu-- s nothing lik home, sweet
limn" espis ially when the disposition of the
liouie-lov- er is siirh that he takes an immense
nil- - rest in ev ery detail whirli malos up that
sw in 'tiie..-- . With the exception of the kti

visit to town, thgy had not left lliile-woik- !
House for any length of time since

they settled down to rule its fortunes. They
went to Loudon this year for the hist week in
May and the whole of June. lint Miss Clau-

son did not arrompiiny them. She said out-

right tiiat she bated London, and loved dak-bur-

nnd its U'longings. So at ( lakburv she
stayed. Avery curious choice on the part
of a yoiinj lady who might, had she wished
to do so, havo spent the London season ming-

ling in the pursuits and gayeties ol what is

called the upjier circle.
However, her decision was a certain relief

to her uncles. Had sho selected to nccom- -

pany them tu tow n, they would hardly havo
known what to do with her. A handsome
niece staying wi;h them nt their hotel would
lie well, if not a nuisance, a rcsimisibility.
Approving as they did in tho main of her
treatment of Tidy Clauson, they could t.of
counsel her to go to her lather's house. There
were, of course, many families they km w
who would have been glad to have taken
charge of a niece ot theirs, but lieuti ice's
staying at another establishment whilst Sir
Maingay was in town w ould clearly show
tho world that there was a family feud.
Nothing iu the Tttllierts' eyes was worst) tliau
a proclaimed family feud. Hence it was that
even now they spoke of Heati ireasouly being
on a visit to thnn. This ileli'-ue- on their
part was a costly matter, for had they
brought themselves to consider the girl ns
Hirtof the lmii.--e, they might w ith ierfcet

justice und propriety have associated her
with themselves iu the June audit, so giving
Horace another opportunity of showing his
skill in accounts and estimates.

So when Miss Clauson refused to go to
London she extricated her uncles from a
dilemma. Sho stayed at Hazelwimd House,
and for five weeks ruled Whittakcr and. the
other servants as well as sho could.

The Tallierts had now settled down for the
remainder of the year. Autumn or winter
would make little dift'eretico to them. They
were not, as may easily lie imagined, enthusi-
astic sportsmen. Sometimes they accepted
an invitation for a day or two's shooting:
but that acceptance deiendcd more on the
quality of tho host than on that of the sport.
Although when they did shoot, they shot
fairly well as they did most other things- -it

may be taken for granted that their
knowledge of the proper treatment of game
was more valuublu when the game was lying
in tho larder than when it was flying or
running ulxuit. They could advise ymi how-t-

baste a hare much K'tter tlian how to
shoot him. So it was that after the:r visit
to London they looked li;.ll themselves us
pretty well fixed at Htui Iwood House until
the next spring.

Hcutrico wits uow just past 2. It really
was high time that a sui.nr came, and tlie
"Tabbies," who could easily have udapted
their feminine gifts to mutrh making, licgaii
to think over the eligible ymmg nieu in the
county.

Then fate produced someone, whom, until
now, sho hail kept in the background. But
whether eligible or not is a matter wo must
discover by aud by.

Beatrice entering the library one morning
early in August found her uncles iu high con-

clave. She saw at once that something had
happened, and for the moment feared to hear
that the rod currant jelly recently made from
tbeir own receipt, and almost under theirowu
mpervision, hail turned mouldy. It was not
that Miss Clauson was particularly fond of
red currant Jelly, her fears were simply on
account of tho distress such a catastrophe
would cause her uncles' kindly natures. How-

ever, the matter was not to eriou- - ns she
imagined.

Uuela Horace banded her an open letter
"Head that, my dear, and tell us how
shall answer it" She read the following:

"Dear Mr. Talbert: You and your brother
have several time asked me to pay you a
visit. Way I come for a week or two this
vacation! 1 am rather knocked up by bard
work, and my doctor tells mo I bail letter
upeml sometime iu a quiet place iu the country.
So I remembered your kind invitation, and if
quite convenient to you would cvine straight
from Oxford to your house. Of course, al-

though rather overworked, I am not au in-

valid, or I should uot think of trespassing uu
--oil. Yours sincerely, Krauk Carruthers."

'Who is Frank Carruthers faske. 1 Beatrice,
' Some relation to us, is he not C

"His mother was my father's half-siste- r.

"What relation doe that make hiiii t. me'"
HerKrt stroked his Kurd and grappled

with the problem. "He must b. your half
first cvusiu euoe removed," be said at la-- t.

"Kxactly so," said Horace.
This poiut K ing nettled, Miss Cliuson

further information eKmt Mr. Cur-nith-

ThereiiHn Hora.vwent into fnnuly
history, which it will prrhai le for u
to look up on our owu account. Ou such
,ieca.sious Horace was apt to rather
prosy.

Old Talbert's half-siste- r, who was Pitn
veur younger than himself, married, jusl
K'forc the su ccessful coup came off, a muo
iiar.uit Carnithrs. It was no great match,
ami if Mr. Camitbere found domestic blis
it n well that he made his matrimonial ar-

rangement tbe "Kom"ui oil.totiacv:.
ooru or whatever i!-- wa, aeut Zlr.' Talbert t

Hazlewixxl House and county nociety. Mad
he deferred it till then the chances are that
Mr, Talbert would have insisted on his sister
doing better; for Carrot liera had only a
moderate fixed income as manager of tome
works in the north.

Somehow after her marriage his half-lato-r

slip ml away from Mr. Talbert's life. As
whole sisters aud brothers ao often do the
some this fact is not astonishing, Mrs.
Carruthers had several children but one
after another they died off. Sho wrote to
her half brother announcing tho birth or
the death of each. Ho answered ber letters
in a congratulatory or consolatory way as
the oeottsion required. This was aKiut all
the which passed K 'tween
them. When Horace and Ilcrlicrt were
lanky Kiys in Eton jackets and round collars
I'laiik Carruthers was Kirn, and actually
lived long enough togive promise of growing
up. Indeed, bis father K'foro he died saw
bis only surviving child a strapping young
fellow i f seventeen.

Mr. Carruthers left his widow au annuity
for Ufa and a few hundreds in ready money.
Sim lived well within her income and

ber capital iti finishing ber son's edu-
cation. Sho may havo laid some of old Tal-
bert's views of things in general, although
larking his minus of tarrying them out.
Anyway she scut ber boy to Oxford.
There, for three or four terms, be K'haveil
disgrai 'i fully.

He got into ?, raK'.s, difficulties and debt.
So far, indeed. Into tho last that his mother
for the first and only time in her life applied
to Mr. Talln rt for assistance. Tliis was given
readily, und the young mini wus unco more
set oil' straight.

Thru siiildenly Mrs. Carruthers died. Out
of her iiiinuit y she bad saved enough each
year to pay u premium of ussuranre, and
Frank, when just twenty-on- e, l'mmd that her
foresight and love put him in possession of
some seventeen hundred pounds.

Whatever his faults might havo been be
was passionately uttarhed to bis mother.
Hir death seemed to liiitke a changed inun of
him. Ho immediately paid back Mr. fal- -
liert's loan better still, ho went to work like
a hoi so an intellectual horse, of course. Tho
consequence wus that be became one of the
most shining lights of his venr. and was in
due time rewarded by n fellowship.

'ilii was lucky; for niter having repaid Mr.
Talbert Ik' had only enough money left to
carry him to the end of his Oxford course.

Eventually be settled down to try and
make his living, or augment the emoluments
of his fellowship, us an Oxford "coach." At
that particular time tho supply of coaches
was K'vmid the demand, so lor some years, in
spite of his brilliant reputation, passengers
or pupils were few. Hut bestucktothe busi-

ness, and latterly had K-e- given as much,
even mi re, than he could manage. Hence
the overwork.

All this I'ni-l- Horare told Beatrice in his
own fashion all except the wild-o- episode.
That was past and folic; Frank whs now a
Buree.vful man, so his youthful sins might lie
forgi itten.

Beatrice until now knew nothing about her
fractional cousin. An intermittent and lan-
guishing corresKindeiice bad existed K tween
her mother nnd Mrs. Carruthers, but ujiou
the death of bis first wife Sir Maingay had
not the least iutor.-s- t iu keeping up any form
of relationship with Mrs. Carruthers. It is
doubtful w hether he even knew of her exist-

ence. The Tallierts, w ho w ere fur too proud
to disown nny of hi r kin, had met the young
man several tiimsnnl bad liked what they
had seen of him. They bud asked him to
Onkbiiry, nnd after excusing himself once or
twice he was now coming there.

"Is he a clergyman ?"' asked Beatrice,
"lie must lie. I supH..se.''

"No," said Herbert. "He never took
orders. The fellowship be holds did uot
make that indis-j- iisuble.''

"They ought all to be like thut," said
Beatrice. "Men oughtn't to lie forced or
bribed to enter the church. Besides," con-

tinued she, "they ought not to make a man
;ive up his fellowship when he marries. Just
as he wants mote tin aicy they take it from
him. He? must t ither give up Lis wife or his
income."

Miss Clauson whs growing quite a philo-
sopher ou the subject of marriage. She
spi ke about it as if it were an imiiossibility
that she herself would ever lie interested in
the mat tcr.

"My dear,' snid uncle Horace, gallantly,
"I don't think a man would consider two hun-I- i

mI a yea ra great sarritice if you were in the
piestiin.'

She smiled faintly nt the compliment.
"Still tho sy tern nm t be bad." she said. "It
might lend to all s. its of tinhuppiucss. A
man might keep hi - miirrii!"e a ifoad secret
might not marry at all. All sorts of misery
might result. '

"You may lie sure," said HerU'it, 'what
isisU-t.-"

"Exactly so." said Horace.
"I am sure it is 1 ad." she said, decisively.
Miss Ciau-o- u iitu.-- t have ti-e- in advance of

her day, tlie authorities now having iu a
great mca-ur-e adopted her views and changed
the system.

"Shall we write and tell him to comef"
asked Horace. "It won't 1 auy annoyance
to youT

"Why should it be w hat difference will it
mokef Ask him, by all means."

Then, hearing tlie jiatter of little feet out-
side, she lett her uncles to answer their letters,
and in a few minutes was out in the garden
romping with the child.

Horace wrote a lieautifully worded letter to
Frank Carruthers, expressing the pleasure he
and his brother felt at bearing of the prom-
ised visit. He begged him to fix his own day
for coining, and to stay as long as he conve-
niently could. The letter was handed to Her-
bert for perusal and approval. Hertiert read
it, and after nodding his head continued to
hold tbe letter in his band, whilst a kind of
puzzled, thoughtful look spread over his face.

Strange to say, Honu-- also fell into a rev-

erie. For some ten minutes the two brothers
sat facing one another, stroking their beards.
If that vulgar wretch from whose rank mind
that feline nickname first sprung could have
teen them he would, I am afraid, have been
juite satisfied that he had chosen an appro-
priate designation w hen be dul Ksi them the
"Tabhhs."

HerK-r- t and Horace knew w ithout shaking
Jiat tbeir thoughts were running in jiarallel
linef. They often thought of the same thing
without a previous word on the subvt. The
iimilarity of their natures, uodoubt,uccounted
for this.

"HerKrt," said Horace at last, "you are
thinking of n bat Beatrice said;''

"Yes. I am."
"So am I. It l a revilatini, but

we oughtn't to jump at conclusions."
"No." siud KerKrt. "but tbe fart remains,

some four years ago he I.mI nothing but his
fellowship to live upon."

'You are right, nothing. Featrice spoke
lustly. Sue u.ay by v'un.v have struck the
ami k. "

"1 .im afraid . St:,!, we must uot be
nasty. Yet, wl.i-e- -- ri.t the child must
have far.. 'iel it bad s. u.e rl.iim on us."

"It i ridiculous to suppose that un entire
stranger would have d. ne such u thing.'"

"Vmtr so." said Herlicrt.
"He may have Kin much tempted: at that

time hnve Kvn driven to his w its' end. It Is
s sail allair; let in try a:id piece it together."

Then, like a couplet f obi women, they begaa
to ccmstruet ti.eir rew theory.

"We will sty," i Horace, "be was mar-
ried four yews ago."


